Epaphroditus — Cory Collins — 2022 02 08 Preachers’ Lunch
Most unusual, valuable, strange, or memorable piece of mail.

When you opened Philippians, you opened a gift that came from the Holy Spirit, that
was written by Paul, and that was delivered by Epap.

Epap was always giving something to someone. He brought the Philippians’ gift to Paul
in prison in Rome, and he brought Paul’s letter with him back to the Philippian church.

“Aphrodite.” charming, comely, lovely, fascinating

Not on the top-ten list of heroes in Scripture. Probably never preached to thousands,
hundreds, or even scores of people. Not famous throughout the brotherhood.

What did he look like? His age? Background? Family? Wealth? Education? Size of his
house? We don't know! Yet ...

800 mi. 350 to coast. 80-mi Adriatic Sea. 350 Appian Way. Trip would take from 6
weeks up to 3 months each way.

Php 2:25 Avayxoiov 6 ynoaunv Enagpdditov 1OV d6ehpov Kal cuvepyov
K0l GVGTPATIAOTIV OV, DUDV 0 ATOGTOLOV Kol AELTOVPYOV THG YPElaG LoV,
népyon Tpoc VUAC, 26 éneldn Emmoddv v mhvtac VUOC Kol adnpoviv, S0t
nrkovoate Ot Nobévnoev. 27 kai yop Nobévnoey TapanAnctov avaT: AAAN
0 0e0¢ NAéNoEY AVTOV, OVK ADTOV 0& POVOV GAAG Kal U, tva un Aomny €t
My oy d. 28 onovdatotépmg ovv Emepyo. odToV, tva id0vtec antov mdlv
YOPATE KAYD GATOTEPOC 0. 29 TPOGSE EcOE 0DV ODTOV &V Kupie HETH TAOTG
YOpaG Kal ToLG To100ToVS Evtipovg &xete, 30 t1 dud 1O Epyov Xprotod uéypt
Bavatov fyyioev mapoaforevcduevog Th yoyd, tva avaminpmon 10 VUGV
VOTEPN LA THG TTPOG LUE AELITOVPYIOG.

Php 2:25 But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and
fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger (gpostolos) and
minister (/eitourgos) to my need; 26 because he was longing for you all (homesick)
and HE was distressed because you had heard (news traveled slowly!) that he
was sick (He was worried that they would be worried about him!). 27 For
indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him
only but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow Paul’s humanity,
tenderness, loneliness, and grief). 28 Therefore I have sent him all the more
eagerly so that when you see him again you may rejoice and I may be less
concerned about you (Best way to get the news of his recovery back to them
—send HIM!). 29 Receive him then in the Lord with all joy, and hold men like him in
high regard; 30 because he came close to death for the work of Christ, risking his life
to complete what was deficient in your service (/eitourgia) to me.

mapaforevopat, *having gambled with his life’, ‘to throw down a stake, to make a
venture’. Dangerous journey.



Php 4:10 "Exapnv 6¢ év kupio peydimg 61t jon mote aveddiete 10 Hmep ELOD
PPOVELY, £p° ® Kol 8ppoveite, fkatpeicOe 8&. 11 ovy 8tL kad’ VoTépnowy
Aéym, &yd yop Epadov &v oic el avtdpkng etvat. 12 oida kai tamevodsda,
0100, Ko TEPIGGEVEY- &V TOVTi Kol &V Tty peponuat, Kol yoptalesdon koi
TEWAY Kol mePLocevey Kal Votepeichat: 13 mavta ioyvw &v T® &vovvapovdvti
ne. 14 mnv koA@dg Emomaoarte GuYKOV@VNoavTEG Lov T1] OAyet. 15 Oidate 0
Kai Ve, Drmnnotot, &1t &v apyfl Tod gvayyeriov, dte EERAOOV Ao
Maoakedoviag, ovdepio Lot EKKANGIO EKOVMOVNGEV €l AOYOV d0GEMC Kol
Muyemg €l un dueig povot, 16 dtt kai &v Oeocoalovikn Kot droé Kai dic €ic
™V xpetov pot Emépyote. 17 ovy 6t EminTtd 10 doua, AAAY EminT®d TOV
Kapmov 1OV TAeovalovta eig Adyov LU®V. 18 dnéyw o€ mdvta Kal TeploceEvL®:
nemAnpouot deEdpevog Tapd Eragpoditov ta map’ DUV, dcpijy e0moiag,
Ovciav oekTV, £0dpesTOV TA O€®. 19 O 6¢ Be0C LoV TANPDOOCEL OGOV
ypeloy VUMY Katd TO TAODTOG aToD €V d0EN €v Xprot®d Incod. 20 1@ o6& Bed
Kol TaTpi MUAV 1] 00Ea €ig TOVC aidvag TOV aidvey, auny. 21 Acndooce
névta dyov &v Xplot® Incod. domalovtal udc ol couv ol ddeipot. 22
domdlovrotl VUAG Tavteg ol dylol, pdAtota o8 ol €k g Kaiocapoc oikiag. 23 1)
1ap1c Tod kvpiov Incod Xpiotod petd Tod TVELUOTOS VUMV.

Php 4:10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your
concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. 11
Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances
Iam. 12 I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in
prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and
going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 13 I can do all things
through Him who strengthens me. 14 Nevertheless, you have done well to share with
me in my affliction. 15 You yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching
of the gospel, after I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving
and receiving but you alone; 16 for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than
once for my needs. 17 Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which
increases to your account. (What we get when we give. Treasure in heaven.)
18 But I have received everything in full and have an abundance; I am amply supplied,
having received (term used for drawing up a receipt in a business transaction)
from Epaphroditus what you have sent, a fragrant aroma (burnt offering), an
acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God. (Christians as priests) 19 And my
God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 Now
to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 21 Greet every saint in
Christ Jesus. The brethren who are with me greet you. 22 All the saints greet you,
especially those of Caesar’s household. 23 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with
your spirit.

Christians are mailmen, couriers delivering the Word of God!



